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Of the Nobility, Geatry, Miniſtry ar 


monalty of the County of 


KENT. 


Together with the City and County of CAN TERBVRY, 
the City of ROCHESTER, and the Ports within 
the ſaid County. 


AVING with ſadneſſe weighed the multiplied calamities, wherein we are at preſent 
involved, how triendlefſe weare Abroad; and how divided at Home : the loud and 
heart-piercing cries of the poor, and the diſability of the better fort to relieve 

them; the torall decay and {ubverfion of Trade, together with the forfeiture and 
Wl loſſe of the honour and reputation of the Nation; and { what is more dear to us 
than all theſe ) the apparent hazard of the Goſpel], through the prodigious grouth 
| of Blaſphemics, Hereſies, and Schiſm; all which own their Birth to the inſtability 
of our Governours, and the unſettlement of Government. Laſtly, how in all theſe, an univerſa!] ruine 
| threatneth us, and will (ifnot timely prevented ) doubtlefſe overwhelm us. We thought it our boun. 
den duties, both as Chriſtians , out of tenderneſſe ro -ourReligion ; as Engliſhmen, to our Country ; 
and as Friends, to our Sclves and our Relations, to repreſent and publiſh to the world our jult gricts 
for, and our lively reſentments of, this our deplorable condition , and to ſeek all lawtull and probable 
means, to remedy and redreſle the ſame, 

Wherefore having the leading Examples of the renowned Cities of Londoz and Exeter, together with 
the Counties of the Weſt, before our eyez; and the clamours and out-cries of the people alwaies in our 
ears, (whereof the one encourageth, and the other enforceth us to this our Declaration) we thought, 
that we would not be filent at ſuch a time, when our ſilence would ſpeak us to be cither Aſſentors to 
our own ruine, or Abettors of ſuch proceedings, as have neither Law nor Equity to ſupport them, 

VVe theretore the Nobility, Gentry, Miniſtry, and Commonalty of the County of Kent, together with 
the City and County of Canterbury, the City of RocheFer , and the Ports within the {aid County , do 
by theſe Preſents unanimouſly Declare, That our defiresare for a Full and Free P ARLIAMENT, , as 
the onely probable means, under God, to lead us out of this Maze and Labyrinth of Confuſfions , 
in which we are at preſent engag'd, Theſe we ſhall own as the true Repreſentatives of the People ; 
Theſe we ſhall, with gur Lives and Fortunes, to the uttermolſt of our power, aflilt; and with all cheer- 
fulneſſe ſubmit to, and acquieſſe in, whatſoever they ſhall Enact or Ordain. 

Thus concluding, that alpublick ſpirited men, and good Patriots, will with all readineſſe joyn and 
coneur with us, in a matter of ſo univerſall concernment, we ſhall as boldly ſubſcribe our Names, as 


we do heartily declare our Deſires, 
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